
Borough of Seaside Park 
Mayor & Council Work Session  

Minutes of Thursday, January 27, 2022 
7: 00 P.M. 

Honorable Mayor: John A. Peterson Jr. 
Council President:        Matthew DeMichele  
Council Member:              Dr. Frank “Fritz” McHugh  
Council Member:  Faith Liguori (Via Telephone) 
Council Member: Ray Amabile  
Council Member: Karen Kroon  
Council Member:  Marty Wilk 

Also Attending  Borough Attorney: Brian Wilkie, Esq. 
Municipal Clerk: Sandra Martin 
Administrator/CFO Thomas Seaman 
Police Chief James Boag 

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE BY MAYOR PETERSON: Pursuant to the provisions of the New Jersey 
Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting was properly provided by transmitting the Notice of 
Meeting for publication in the Asbury Park Press and the Star-Ledger on January 7, 2022. Notice of this meeting of 
the Governing Body has been posted in the corridor of the Municipal Building and in the Office of the Municipal 
Clerk.  

ROLL CALL The roll was called; all members present.  

ANNOUNCEMENT 

For Informational Purposes, A Proclamation Will Be Presented to Maureen & Bob Hopkins at the Regular Meeting 

Mayor Peterson stated that for the Bob & Maureen Hopkins had been instrumental with the dune program in 
particular; the proclamation was going to be a surprise from their daughter, but because Bob and Maureen Hopkins 
could not attend the meeting, their daughter requested the proclamation be removed and done at a later time when 
they can attend.  

WORKSHOP 

Discussion of Grant Agreement with the Ocean County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund for Police Accreditation; 
Listed for Consideration on the Regular Meeting 

Administrator/CFO Seaman provided background that when he reviewed grant receivables for year-end, he 
discovered that the grant receivable for the accreditation was still open; the signature of the agreement and 
authorizing resolution were required in order to receive the funds. Administrator/CFO Seaman stated that the 
accreditation was done, but the funds had not been received. 

Mayor Peterson stated that through the hard work of past Governing Body members and the Police Department, 
accreditation was received, which allowed better insurance rates and a rebate from the JIF. 

Administrator/CFO Seaman explained that the costs were paid out and the Borough would be reimbursed for half of 
the costs that were spent in 2019. 

Council Member Kroon asked about the process for re-accreditation and the cost. Chief Boag explained that the 
department would need to go through accreditation again in 2023 but did not have the figures at that time. 

Discussion of Ordinance 2022-01 Providing for the Acquisition of Real Property and Appropriating $4,500,000 
Therefor, And Providing for the Issuance of $4,275,000 in Bonds or Notes of the Borough to Finance the Same; 
Listed for Consideration on the Regular Meeting 

Mayor Peterson provided background that previous discussions that occurred in public meetings, and the ordinance 
was not a commitment of the Borough to any one (1) property, but provided options to the Borough. 

Administrator/CFO Seaman stated the supplemental debt statement was filed with the State. 

Discussion of Authorizing Proposal dated January 27, 2022, from CME Associates for Professional Services at 14th 
Avenue & Bayview Avenue Shoreline Stabilization Tax Block 92, Lot 1 & Part of the Westerly Terminus of 14th 
Ave, Borough of Seaside Park, Ocean County, New Jersey; Listed for Consideration on the Regular Meeting 

Mayor Peterson explained that the situation had become emergent and had been researched by Council Member Dr. 
McHugh and the Public Works Committee, and the situation had been brought to the Governing Body’s attention 
from the Environmental Advisory Committee. 
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Council Member Dr. McHugh stated that the Borough would save money by utilizing the Borough crew for the 
labor, but because the project bordered another municipality and private property, it was decided that it was best to 
seek guidance from engineers.  

Council Member Amabile thanked the Environmental Advisory Committee who brought it to his attention and the 
Committee had met with the previous administrator in the past regarding the issue.  

Discussion of Michelle DeFrancis, of PM Consultants is Appointed as the Borough’s Qualified Purchasing Agent 
(QPA); Listed for Consideration on the Regular Meeting 

Mayor Peterson explained that the Qualified Purchasing Agent position had been filled the prior calendar year by 
another individual of PM Consultants and thanked the firm for having an available qualified individual. Mayor 
Peterson explained that the position was not required but was recommended and explained the purpose and benefits 
of having a Qualified Purchasing Agent.  

ADDED ITEMS 

Council President DeMichele raised for discussion the damage to the Council Chambers computer and the need for 
restriction of access to the computer to others outside of the Clerk and Court, as the costs for repairs were 
astronomical. 

Mayor Peterson stated that one (1) of the suggestions was to have a more secure locking system, as the Council 
Chambers had historically been used by clubs without incident. Council President DeMichele suggested restricting 
access to the dais. 

Council Member Dr. McHugh asked if it was known whether the computer had been tampered with. Council 
President DeMichele stated that in the past the cabinet that holds the sound system had been tampered with, and for 
the past month the computer had been damaged and could not be used for recordings.  

Council Member DeMichele stated that when the computer was being repaired, it was discovered that it was more 
than a glitch in the system.  

Council Member Wilk suggested that the entrances to the dais be restricted, so long as it does not violate fire code. 

Council Member DeMichele offered another option that an officer or someone be in the room when clubs use the 
room and have a checklist. 

Chief Boag stated that the entrances could be blocked with Police tape and an officer could do a visual inspection of 
the room.  

It was discussed that conditions of approval for Use of Facilities for the room be restricted from using the dais. 

Council Member Dr. McHugh asked where the soda cans were left. Chief Boag stated it was on the dais.  

Clerk Martin explained that all of the wires and ports of the system were connected, and therefore something 
accidentally moved or disconnected affects the entire system. 

Mayor Peterson stated that an estimate should be obtained to lock up the dais area. 

Council Member Dr. McHugh asked Administrator/CFO Seaman about what research he had done into the 
equipment and replacing it. Clerk Martin stated that she had met with technicians from BIS Digital multiple times 
regarding the computer in Council Chambers and stated that a quote would be provided.  

Mayor Peterson stated that a status report should be listed on the next Work Session.  

PUBLIC COMMENT Honorable Mayor Peterson opened the floor for public comment. 

June Korzeneski, 114 H Street, stated that the Democratic Club does not touch anything, but stated that there were 
concerns from the public that those who could not attend the meetings had no way of knowing what happened with 
the damage to the computer, and stated that its repair should be the top priority.  

 Maureen O’Haire, 1212 S Bayview Ave, stated that she was part of the Evening Book Club and stated that the club 
does not touch or bring any equipment. Ms. O’Haire requested that the Borough Council discuss the 14th Ave 
Shoreline Stabilization project at the Regular Meeting. Council Member Dr. McHugh explained where the project 
would be located and gave a brief overview of the project and history of the project.  

Michelle Miller, 1500 Lake Avenue, expressed concern that the system was down for the bayfront meeting and 
suggested using a similar system that the church used. The Governing Body explained that the damage was 
discovered the day of the meeting and a technician was brought out right away, but the damage was too extensive to 
fix for that meeting.  
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Edith Klink, 48 Eleventh Avenue, expressed thanks for postponing the proclamation to a later date when the 
Hopkins’ can attend. 

Pat Urso, Tenth Avenue, asked about the introduction of the ordinance listed on the Regular Meeting for 
consideration. Mayor Peterson explained that the ordinance set aside funds for various options if the town were to 
enter into condemnation, redevelopment, voluntary contract, or do nothing on four problem properties, or any 
property as the ordinance was worded.  Ms. Urso asked if any of the money could be used for the bayfront. Mayor 
Peterson explained that an appeal was filed with FEMA for the funds and explained the bonding process. Ms. Urso 
asked for further clarification of bond ordinances and how they could be used. Administrator/CFO Seaman 
explained the process. 

Seeing no other volunteers, Mayor Peterson closed the public portion of the meeting. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 
MADE BY: Council Member Dr. McHugh 
SECOND: Council Member Amabile 

APPROVED: All in Favor 

CARRIES: YES 

Meeting Adjourned.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

______________________________ 
Sandra F. Martin, RMC, CMR 
Municipal Clerk 

TIME END: 7:40 PM 
APPROVED DATE: February 10, 2022 
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